Eagle Scout constructs footbridge over a creelheriain Trail

Tyler Leahy, member of Boy Scout Pack 209 sponsbyeithe Knights of
Columbus, led his troop in the completion of higlE&aProject which was
the construction of the lovely, yet sturdy footlg@édseen here. As part of
the project, Tyler had to recruit volunteers, pla@ project and get
materials donated for the bridge. Our previousags here was a culvert
with rock over it, but that washed away in thisiisgis uncanny rains.
This structure will be enjoyed by hikers for yetrsome. While there
camping for the weekend, the troop also did othejepts like placing
new trail markers made as part of Tyler’s projetazing an addition to
our trails, placing railroad ties around the peten®f the parking lot,
helping dig holes for the"2picnic shelter at the property and putting dirt
on the east side of the parking pad at the latfihanks to Tyler, his troop
and leaders and all contributors to this greatqmtb]

Knox Student’s Summer Work Benefits Blackthorn Hill

Among the native wildflowers and through the shadedds you may
unsuspectingly find some plants which have creptamied into the
Blackthorn Hill property. Plants such as MultifldRnse (Rosa multiflora),
Autumn Olive (Elaeagnus umbellate), and Amur Honekke (Lonicera
maackii) originated from Europe and Asia and wemight to the U.S.
because of their beautiful blooms and ability tduee erosion. Other
introduced plants include White Mulberry (MorusalpNodding Musk
Thistle (carduus nutans), Creeping Charlie (Glechbederacea), Wild
Parsnip (pastinaca sativa), Queen Anne’s Lace (acarota), and Reed
Canary Grass (Phalaris arundinacea). Becauseiofweedy”



characteristics, these plants have spread widayour natural areas.
They can invade an ecosystem and wreak havoc amathes plant
communities. For this reason it is essential thabwddress the issue of
invasive species at Blackthorn Hill.

Thanks to the Howard Hughes Summer Scholarshiphnis provided
funding, and the guidance of my advisor Peter Sctawean, | am
spending my summer researching the invasive pfaotsd at Blackthorn
Hill. This project will involve constructing a mag the property which
will highlight the locations of various invasiveapits. Additionally, | will
take soil samples to examine the relationship betvesil nutrients and the
presence of nonnative species. My hope is thatéisisarch will provide
insight into methods of eradication and controlnefasive species at
Blackthorn Hill by revealing what factors withinetproperty encourage
the establishment of these plants. Eliminating tim&anted vegetation
may include tactics such as manual removal, chedrapgaications,
controlled burns or a combination of these strat®diam looking forward
to learning more about this topic and the Blackthaill property and
hope to take an active role in the management gatehtial removal) of
these invasive species once my research has cedclud

Sarah Kosmicki, Environmental Studies Major, Knaxl€ge

By Sue Carr, Board Member and member of the Fin@uemittee

Fundraising is essential for the existence of afaeprofit organization
such as W.I.N.G. There are property improvement®etmade and
programs to be provided at Blackthorn Hill. Plusrtgage payments to be
made.

We recently participated in “Birdies for Charityt' the John Deere
Classic. W.L.N.G. receives 100% of the proceedshfthe pledges we
obtained, plus a 5% bonus. This year’s total béllapproximately $1200
which is comparable to last year.

Currently, we have a sale of Happy Joe coupon cat@dsds are sold for
$5 and have over $35 in peel-off coupons valid our favorite Happy Joe
menu items. The coupons can be redeemed at theyHapgocations in
Galesburg, Aledo and Kewanee.

On September 25 we will be bagging groceries at the N. HenderSbn
Hy-Vee from 10:00am until 4:30pm. Volunteers vii# needed to bag
groceries for any amount of time you would be aldé. The more the
merrier! (And probably more profitable.)

The next Bergner’s Fall Community Day event wikégplace on
Saturday, November T4 We will again have coupon booklets to sell.

If you have other ideas of ways you can help, geadl or email.



By Daniel Thompson, Board Member and member oPttoperty
Maintenance and Membership Committees

Have any of you visited the BTH prairie since e@pring? It has changed
considerably. It still has a long way to go bulefinitely is "growing up!"

This three acre prairie was originally planted yarl2006 in a cornfield.
Around it's third birthday this year it was burneshr the end of March.
Over thousands of years plants that are prairietplaave become
accustomed to burnings, while plants that dontrhgkhere are largely
reduced in frequency. From now on our prairie dlburned yearly.

It's easy to compare BTH prairie to a number ofr@mwithin half an

hour of Galesburg, and see if ours has advanceimemake. Several easy
to see examples are the ones in Kiwanis Park aedge of Galesburg, the
never plowed Knox Station remnant prairie eastagtE>alesburg, the
telephone prairie between CenturyTel building orHEnderson and
east/west Route 34, two small samples on the Krabe@= Campus, the
long but narrow Carl Sandburg College prairie anwest side of the road
that loops around the campus, and one on the smighof Lake Storey
about a mile west of Route 150. They all have langenbers of blooming
prairie flowers and fewer non-prairie plants (wé tteem weeds). But
BTH is on its way.

| have spent a lot of effort getting rid of suchede as Burdock, Thistle,
Wild parsnip, Poke weed, and small trees and shthdihad three years
to grow. If you read the previous newsletter ya@thember the article
about the tiny Bur Oak planted in the spring of 20@ early spring of this
year it perhaps doubled in height to 17 inchesctvimeant it was putting
in roots to last it for decades. To my surpridesipt growing taller so the
tree sprout is now about a yard tall and is obviphbsalthy. I've mowed a
path to it so it can be easily seen soon afterggmuoortheast along the
main path. As | write there are three differenlgwlasters and a
magnificent purple coneflower blooming. The prawi#l change every
week or two so be sure and check it out to see wladks like.






