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~ What An End To 2010
By Kraig McCluskie

Wow! What a year for WING and Blackthorn Hill. &lstart of 2010 saw our purchase of a
used John Deere utility tractor and mowing deckisTvas a great addition to Blackthorn Hill
because now we have the ability to mow the propartguch less time than it took to mow it
with a standard home lawn tractor. It was alsoeaighelp in hauling materials to our new cabin
campsite in the southeast end of the preserve.

Cabins? What cabins? Oh, you don’t know about#iens? Yes, WING's Blackthorn Hill is
now the proud owner of 3 brand new 16’ x 24’ cabifitese cabins were erected by 3 different
local Boy Scouts (and their many helpers) to caoward the highest honor in the Boy Scout
program...Eagle Scout. Austin Finley of Troop 226rsgored by the Galesburg Knights of
Columbus, Ryan Schulz of Troop 4242 sponsored &ythingdon Christian Church, and
Michael Beube of Troop 226 sponsored by the GalkgsKunights of Columbus all completed
their cabin and are one step closer to the Eaglat@avard or have completed the requirements
for this award with their project. Each cabin islbon a concrete pad and will sleep 12
individuals. One of the cabins is split into twamms to allow for co-ed groups.

Although the cabins are built they are not done What?! But you said... Yes, yes | said the
cabins werdouilt, | didn’t say they were exactly ready for use. Thant we used to build the
cabins didn’t include the purchase of materialsuid bunk beds for the cabins. | currently
have two other Boys Scouts waiting in the wingsgoa intended) to build the bunks. So
WING needs your help! We are now taking donatilmosy our members to help in purchasing
the construction materials needed to build the burtor a $100 donation you can be the proud



sponsor of a bunk bed in one of the cabins. Withdonation you, or whomever you choose,
will be forever memorialized for your support waltplaque attached to the bunk, or bunks, you
sponsor.

So with the cabins complete it’s time to relax aratch the prairie grow...aaahhhh. Maybe not
quite yet. Our next project is a work/storage dia). Why is this needed you ask? At
Blackthorn Hill we currently have equipment in tlweod line, under picnic shelters, in latrines,
etc. What kind of image is that for the next premmature preserve in northwestern Illinois?
Opal is currently hard at work writing grants farst structure but don’t be afraid to put in your
two cents. The cost for this structure is beirtgrested at $25,000. We currently have
approximately $4,000 for this project but evertldibit helps.

Ok, so I've asked for money...now can | get someperty enhancement” hours out of you?
(They tell me that “property enhancement” soundteb¢han hard, back-breaking work.)
Blackthorn Hill has a whole laundry list of proje¢hat won't take any money to complete but
will need people. It doesn’t matter if you're yauar old, weak or strong, lazy or energetic;
we’'ve got something for everyone. Property enharece days are every second Saturday of the
month starting in April 2011.

| hope to see you out there. I'll be the guy thagally energetic and using positive
reinforcement to get the maximum potential outvadrgone. (They tell me this sounds better
than, the guy sitting in the lawn chair under thade tree with ice cold lemonade barking orders
to everyone with a bullhorn.)

BTH Prairie is Changing
by Dan Thompson

Prairies change in many ways. WING's three acreiprat BTH is just a “baby.” In 2005
those three acres were only a field of corn. Sbensiafter Angella Moorehouse gave us maybe
10 or 20 pounds of mixed seeds she had collectéewAother types of seeds were collected in
the Knox Station Prairie, a mile east of East Galeg. In 2006 a tractor pulled a no-till drill and
planted BTH prairie. There is no list of the kirafsseeds we planted, but a rough estimate is
around 30 varieties. Both that weight and thatetgnmight seem like a lot, but it's not. Still,
BTH prairie continues its maturation, and is diffier each year.

Prairies need fire. Without occasional fire prararn into something else, a different
biological community — a woods, perhaps. In 20@OBAH prairie was burned for the first time.
A burned prairie is not visually attractive, buista good thing. We’'ll do another controlled burn
this spring and always need help. Of course, yoer@uraged to come even if just want to
watch. That will make coming back a month later tamad months later even more fascinating.



Each year, more seeds are dispersed to increasarikgy. A remnant prairie has 15 or 30
species of grasses and 100 or 200 species of #owgile by little new species are growing at
BTH.

In addition to changing year to year with new psaTH prairie changes within a year,
within a month, or a week. Each time you come théliebe different plants sprouting or
blooming.

And even within those three acres you'll see défees. On the south end between the two
paths, Saw- tooth Sunflower is dominant. It is &t the stems are stiff, with many 2 to 3 inch
wide, yellow flowers. There is a sizable sectiortlos north end where flowers are more
common than grasses. Don't hesitate to wander gifrany part to see what you can find.

How do | get to Blackthorn Hill Nature Preserve8lléw the map below. It's easy!

Thank you! We appreciate and need your continuppgat and we thank you for your
contributions both monetarily and in your actionsl &olunteerism. We appreciate your past
membership to Western Illinois Nature Group (WIN@)jich owns and operates Blackthorn Hill
Nature Preserve. We ask that you consider reneyangannual membership which runs from
March thru February. A membership form and reemmelope have been included in this
mailing for your convenience.

Why join WING? See Member Benefits at our websitevw.blackthornhill.org.

Pleaseenew your membershipright now and remember to please include your eatairess if
applicable.

Hy-Vee grocery bagging to benefit WING's Blackthétitl needs adult volunteers on March
19th. Contact Opal at 342-5493 to sign up.



We need to name our new campsite. We have 3 cahtha picnic shelter and this area needs a
name. Three Eagle Scouts built the cabin and oh@mmore are going to build the bunks so
the idea of Three Eagles said in Algonquin languagéhe lllini Tribe who inhabited the area
was one suggestion. Do you have an idea? Subgygestions to Kraig at 299-4176 and we'll
vote at the Annual Meeting.

Buy a Bunk Bed! Our 3 cabins are empty and we'e tikkbuild 6 bunk beds for each cabin. Can
you donate $100 for a bunk? If so, your name élput on that bunk. Send donations marked
"Buy A Bunk" to WING, 1370 Frank St., Galesburg, 81401.

Remember toign in when you visit Blackthorn Hill Nature Preservehere is a sign in book
along with valuable information in our kiosk at thége of the parking lot. This information will
be used to obtain grants which support the property

Attend ourAnnual Meeting on March 20th at 2PM in the Crist Lounge whicloisated in
Building B of Carl Sandburg College. Drinks andgier foods will be provided. Come vote for
our board members (dues for the 2011-2012 memlpeysiar must be current) enjoy the food,
fellowship and presentation on the History of WIsIBlackthorn Hill and a Biological

Overview of the property. Enjoy the slide showpbbtos and see how far we've come this past
6 years. Bring friends and family.

! 1" # $
WING's Blackthorn Hill will hold a Ribbon CuttinggZemony and Celebration to open our new
$25,000 campsite available for rental. We will ineehe parking lot and hike to the cabins at
2PM on Sunday June 5th weather permitting. If gan't hike, one vehicle will drive back there
with guests unable to walk there. Refreshmentsbeiprovided. We hope to have the three
Eagle Scouts there who were responsible for coctgtruof the 3 cabins as well as the Eagle
who built the bunks.

Blackthorn Hill 2011 Calendar of Events through&un

Register for all events at least 2 days in advatease or cancellation could occur.
March 12th Leprechaun Hike 1PM

March 20 2PM Annual Meeting in the Building B Lobbf/Carl Sandburg College.
March 26th Prairie Burn

April 2 Prairie Burn Rain Date

April 30 Migratory Bird Watch 8-10AM with Vince Humel $2.

April Wildflower Hike with Opal 1:30-3:30 $2

May 14 Songbird Watch with Vince Hummel $2.

June 5 Campsite Dedication Ribbon Cutting Cereni&. Meet at the parking lot.
June 11 Watercolor Class with Ron Hunt

June 20-24 Girl Scout Day Camp

There's more planned the second half of 2011.w8e®.blackthornhill.org!



